Shame Shame Shame

That’s what I would permanently burn into the screen of your cell phone if I had the power.


Cell Phone use for calls, texting, emails, internet, games, etc. has become so second nature that many people wouldn’t know what to do with their hands if the phone was not in them. But in shul?!? Really!! 


I have seen more than enough to disgust me for a lifetime. 

· A big “Machur” in building a shul who plays “Breakout” DURING kedusha as he is saying Kadosh Kadosh Kadosh. 

· A person reading\sending email as he is saying pesuka dezimra. Makes you wonder… is Hashem on G-mail or Yahoo?

· Texting at any time during davening. Do you really think he is texting G-d?

· Seeing who it was that called during Shemoneh Esrai. I sure hope whoever it is, has the ability to grant your request from any of the 18 Brachos?!?

· And the genius who doesn’t even have the seichel to turn his ringer off. I thought that was bad, until he topped it by answering the call and talking. In Shul!!! IN SHUL!!! Have we totally lost it?!?

· Then there were the two boys, There parent who brought them up properly not to talk in shul. Especially from the front of the shul to the back. I guess they couldn’t figure out that texting each other across the Shul was just as inappropriate. 

· Ok, I get distracted too. There was this really cute kid. Couldn’t have been more than two years old. His father gave him a coin for the pushka. Watching him get to that pushka was a sight to see. Going around tables and over chairs as if on the hardest obstacle course. But then he made it. And with the biggest smile and feeling of pride he went back to his dad. Many eyes followed this cutey and we all couldn’t help smile at his joy and accomplishment. Until he got back, and the one smile that the boy would have wanted to see was deeply engrossed in a cell phone screen. YOU MISSED OUT DAD!! I sure hope it was more important than a lifetime memory.
· What about the cool guy who uses his phone to Daven. Does that Matir it? There is a siddur on the table right in front of you. Don’t bring that abomination into the shul. Don’t make others think it is ok. IT IS NOT.

· There are some that get so close. They make it all the way to Aleinu without ever checking their messages. Like the extra minute or two would have some life altering consequences?!?

· I think that are more people on their phones during Chazoras Hashatz than there are in line at Duncan Donuts on Motzei Pesach

· We are supposed to be thanking Hashem for letting us breathe, for making our family safe, or giving us parnasah, health , happiness or even Rachman L’tzlon begging for help in certain areas. How much value do you think Hashem gives your request if you are splitting the conversation with him? Certainly no more value than YOU YOURSELF are placing on it

· Can you look around during Chazoras Hashatz and not see a single cell phone? If so, that is where I want to daven.

· Do you really think you will be matzleach from a deal made at that time? Think about who ultimately makes that decision? 
· Your lips are talking to G-d and your eyes/fingers are talking to someone else. Why both?!? Are you even Yotzei?

· Leave it in the car or shut it OFF. I guarantee the world won’t end because of it. It will sooner end if you don’t do it

Now don’t get me wrong. I am not against the technology. My phone is probably cooler than 90% of the ones out there. I have apps galore and mostly anything you can think of. And I enjoy using it too. But there is a time and pace for everything. I also am aware that there are specialty cases where people need to have their phone on them at all times. But the people who have the right are rarely the ones who abuse it. 

It is human nature to disregard a wrong you are doing and even matir it for yourself if the rebuke has any flaws himself. “Who are you to tell me anything, you might think. 


Well, I am not perfect. You could point out many things I could improve on. Even in Shul. I am not attacking YOU and I don’t want to start anything, so before you flame me, ask yourself one question. As I right or not? Is what Hashem does for me EVERY SECOND of my life worth me pocketing my phone while in shul? If you have ability to be honest with yourself, then don’t ever pull out your phone in shul again.

Please. I beg you,

Disgusted during davening. 

